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of the law. In this manner several papers widely circulated
. amongst the lower classes daily disseminated statements and
views which embittered public feeling and undermined
political morality. The Government's means of contend-
ing against its journalistic assailants were insufficient,
inasmuch as the organs devoted to it were not so generally
read as the Democratic press. It could only check the
excesses of the Opposition journals if empowered to call
them to account for their behaviour in general, and thus
compel them to alter it.

The report made to the King by the Ministry collectively
upon the measures called for under the circumstances,
indicated those measures as "fully justified by the Consti-
tution of January 31, 1850," and pointed out that they
would " in no wise restrict the free expression of opinion
thereby allowed to His Majesty's subjects. The condemn-
able extravagances of an unbridled press will be restrained;
and the liberty of the press will be re-established upon the
basis of morality and self-respect, in which alone it can
strike root firmly and flourish."

This opinion was endorsed by equitable and impartial
persons; even the Liberal Prussian Annuals, although they
opposed the Press Regulations, admitted the Government
" had the welfare of the country most earnestly at heart,"
and that ministers were steadfastly keeping in view Prussia's
honour, happiness and greatness. There could be no doubt
that the measures taken against the press were dictated by
a sincere desire to serve the Crown and country, and
that their main object was to restore agitated and mislead
spirits to order, legality and moderation.

The Press Regulations had been decreed without the
co-operation of the Legislature, which was not assembled at
the time. But Ministers were perfectly justified by law in